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ISSUE 4, SEPTEMBER 2015

SUMMIT
SENTINEL

Funding a Stem Cell Solution for Parkinson’s Disease

News From the Lab

WELCOME
Welcome visitors and supporters of
Summit for Stem Cell to our NEW
monthly update! We have a new look
as we step into a new era for Summit
for Stem Cell! Not only have we
accelerated the work in the lab but are
welcoming our new fiscal sponsor
Mission Edge San Diego, a 501(c)(3)
non-profit parent corporation.

ABOUT SUMMIT

Last month in lab we were
busy preparing cells for the
next round of animal studies
that will start in midSeptember. This study is a
short 2 weeks and will give us
data on the number of cells
that survive the transplantation
procedure and grow in the
brain. In August, we tested
four cell freezing protocols in
the lab and we chose the best

Dopamine
producing
neurons
made from a
patient’s skin
cells
one to test in animals in a
study, which is planned for
December.
Our other ongoing animal
study, which started on July
17, is proceeding on schedule.
Week 8 of testing will occur on
September 11th. If all goes
well, we should start to see
efficacy around week 12. This
study will allow us to examine
Continued on Page 2

Summit for Stem Cell is a grass roots
effort to fund research using Nobel prize
winning science to treat the debilitating
effects of Parkinson’s disease. This
extraordinary science called patient
specific stem cell therapy – which
does not use embryonic stem cells –
utilizes a patient’s own skin cells to
create induced pluripotent stem cells
which are further manipulated into
dopamine-producing neurons! The very
thing a Parkinson’s patient needs! AND
a perfect DNA match! It is estimated that
today for persons 60+ the odds of
having Parkinson’s disease is 1 in 30.
This research is conducted in
cooperation with The Scripps Research
Institute and Scripps Health. Summit for
Stem Cell is working hard towards
raising $7.4 million over the next 22-36
months to fund the many lab studies
necessary for the FDA application
process.

www.SummitforStemCell.org
All donations are tax-exempt
Tax ID #27-2938491

Mission Edge Fiscal Sponsor
Summit for Stem Cell has partnered with Mission
Edge of San Diego (MESD), a fiscal sponsor. MESD
has over 90 clients and supports non-profit
organizations. Summit no longer operates under the
Parkinson’s Association of San Diego’s nonprofit
umbrella but will continue to work together to help
those with Parkinson’s disease. All donations will now
be processed through Mission Edge. If donating by

check – mail to: Summit for Stem Cell, 2251 San
Diego Ave., San Diego, CA 92110. If donating online:
Visit our website www.SummitforStemCell.org. All
donations go directly to the Summit for Stem Cell
research fund and are tax exempt. Tax I.D. # 272938491. We are very excited about our new
collaboration with MESD and look forward to a Victory
Over Parkinson’s.
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News from the lab
continued

the cells in the rodent brain at a 16
week time point. Also, last month
we characterized five patient cell
lines and compared them to the skin
cells they were derived from to
ensure that the cells have not
acquired any
mutations
while in
culture. All
the cell lines
we are using
now look good
but we did find
a backup line
(one out of the three made for that
patient) that we will not use for a
clinical trial because of this
analysis.
Additionally, we continue to
differentiate patient lines to neurons
over and over to generate data for
our FDA application.
--Andres

ATTEND A LAB TOUR
Tuesday, Sep. 8, 11:00am
Tuesday, Oct. 6, 11:00am
Tuesday Nov. 10, 11:00am
Reserve your tour
RSVP by email to:
Hope4health11@gmail.com

What is CIRM?
The California Institute for
Regenerative Medicine (CIRM) was
created by California voters in 2004
when they passed Prop. 71, which
authorized $3 billion in funding for stem
cell research in California. The agency
funds stem cell research at institutions

Headquartered in San Francisco and led by
President, Randy Mills with its mission:
“Accelerating stem cell treatments to
patients with unmet medical needs.”

throughout California with the goal of
developing new therapies for deadly
diseases and disorders. The agency
also uses its funds to accelerate the
pace of stem cell research in the state
with the ultimate goal to fast-track
treatments to patients with unmet
medical needs.
Summit for Stem Cell is poised,
ready and waiting for the opportunity to
apply for a grant from CIRM to help
support the research. To date, less
than 2% has been funded for
Parkinson’s research and 0% for
research in our phase.
The next CIRM in person board
meeting is scheduled for December 17
in Los Angeles.
Video link to the most recent CIRM
meeting on YouTube, search:
“Possible Cure for Parkinson’s”.

Summit Film at San
Diego Film Festival

Come Pedal for
Parkinson’s!

We are honored that the San Diego Film
Festival will be presenting The Summit
For Stem Cell’s documentary on Friday,
nd
October 2 at 3: 30 at the
AcrLight – La Jolla.
Hundreds of patrons will be
attending this film festival
and this is just one more opportunity to
educate more people about the cure for
Parkinson’s! You are welcome to attend
this showing as well. Please view
www.sdfilmfest.com for tickets.

Our biggest fundraising
event is Sunday, Sep. 27
starting from the Revolution Bike Shop in
Solana Beach starting at 8:00 am. Sign up
at www.PedalforParkinsons.net. Our
international Summit supporters, Kevin
Weeks in Australia and Gerold Riempp in
Germany are busy raising funds
thousands of miles away to support the
research. Come and ride, support a rider,
cheer on a team, get information and enjoy
the music. Sign up today!
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UPCOMING
EVENTS
TUESDAY, SEP. 22
Dr. Loring, Sherrie Gould NP
and a Summit patient
advocate will be speaking at
a “Patient-Focused Drug
Development” meeting in
Maryland. Parkinson’s and
Huntington’s diseases are
the topic for this FDA hosted
event.

SUNDAY, SEP. 27
Come Pedal for Parkinson’s
Revolution Bike Shop,
Solana Beach
www.PedalforParkinsons.net

FRIDAY, OCT. 2, 3:30
San Diego Film Festival
showing Summit’s
documentary “It Seems
Like Magic…But It’s
Science: A Quest to End
Parkinson’s Disease”
followed by a Q&A panel
AcrLight in La Jolla
www.sdfilmfest.com for
tickets and information.

Support the accelerated
research with your tax-exempt
donation today.
www.SummitforStemCell.org

Visit Summit4StemCell
on Facebook

