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SUMMIT
SENTINEL

Funding a Stem Cell Solution for Parkinson’s Disease

News From the Lab

WELCOME
Welcome visitors and supporters of
Summit for Stem Cell to our
monthly update! We have a new
look as we step into a new era for
Summit for Stem Cell! Not only
have we accelerated the work in the
lab but are welcoming our new
fiscal sponsor Mission Edge San
Diego, a 501(c)(3) non-profit parent
corporation.

In the lab we are preparing for
more animal studies, which will
start in October. We will test
different parameters in the
delivery of the cells to optimize
the number of neurons that will
survive the transplant and grow in
the brain. We have already
demonstrated in the lab that we
can freeze and thaw the cells
using a clinically compliant
freezing protocol. In the lab, we
know which conditions result in
optimal recovery from freezing
but anything that we deliver along
with the cells can complicate the
regulatory process and this must
be weighed against the
performance in animals.
Our animal study being
conducted by Dr. Curt Freed is
proceeding well. 8 weeks after
treatment with 3 different patient's
dopamine neurons, the rats have
already shown significant
improvement over untreated
rats. What's encouraging is that
rats treated with different patient's
cells all are recovering and are

Dopamine
producing
neurons
made from a
patient’s skin
cells

performing similar to each other.
This means that we are making
high quality dopaminergic
neurons from different patients.
We expect that the rats will
recover to baseline levels in the
testing that occurs in weeks 12
and 16.
Our other animal study is
complete and tissue sections are
in the process of being analyzed.
This was a short, 2 week study
designed to give us the
parameters for future animal
studies and give us data about
cell behavior after a short period.
In other news, 3 new interns
have started to work full-time in
the lab. Two interns join us
through a CIRM-sponsored, year
long program, and one intern is
jointly sponsored by the SENS
Foundation and Summit For Stem
Cell. Our scientific staff is up to 7
and we plan to add at least one
more scientist in the next month.
CIRM released a request for
applications for translational
Continued on Page 2

ABOUT SUMMIT
Summit for Stem Cell is a grass roots
effort to fund research using Nobel prize
winning science to treat the debilitating
effects of Parkinson’s disease. This
extraordinary science called patient
specific stem cell therapy – which
does not use embryonic stem cells –
utilizes a patient’s own skin cells to
create induced pluripotent stem cells
which are further manipulated into
dopamine-producing neurons! The very
thing a Parkinson’s patient needs! AND
a perfect DNA match! It is estimated that
today for persons 60+ the odds of
having Parkinson’s disease is 1 in 30.
This research is conducted in
cooperation with The Scripps Research
Institute and Scripps Health. Summit for
Stem Cell is working hard towards
raising $7.4 million over the next 22-36
months to fund the many lab studies

www.SummitforStemCell.org
Donations are tax-exempt
Tax ID #27-2938491

Mission Edge Fiscal Sponsor
Summit for Stem Cell is now a fiscally
sponsored project of Mission Edge of San
Diego. Summit is no longer affiliated with the
Parkinson’s Association of San Diego.
Donations are tax-exempt (ID# 27-2938491).
Checks should be made payable to Summit for
Stem Cell and mailed to: 2251 San Diego Ave.
Suite B204, San Diego, CA 92110. If donating
online visit our website
www.SummitforStemCell.org
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projects like ours with an application
deadline of November 20th. This is 4
months ahead of schedule thanks to
input from Summit supporters who
have consistently lobbied for an
opportunity to submit a grant to
CIRM. Thank you all for your support
and we will work hard to make sure
that we submit a strong, competitive
application to provide the resources
necessary to support our accelerated
pathway to the clinic. –Andres

Kevin Weeks Video
A huge Summit for Stem Cell
supporter from down under, Kevin
Weeks was recently interviewed by
his local TV station. He is also
running the Pedal for Parkinson’s
in Australia. Here is the link:
http://www.todaytonightadelaide.co
m.au/stories/everyday-hero

ATTEND A LAB TOUR
Tuesday, Nov. 10, 11:00 am
Tuesday, Dec. 1, 11:00 am
Reserve your tour
RSVP by email to:
LabTours@SummitforStemCell.org

Adrenalina Skateboard
Marathon in San Diego
This year’s race will be held at 6:30 a.m.
on Saturday November 7. Skaters from
all over the world will compete.
Committed to not only fitness and
endurance, Adrenalina supports the
community. A portion of each registration
fee will be donated to Summit. For
information check out our website:
TheAdrenalinaSkateboardMarathon.com
Want to register? Do it here or at
Active.com search Adrenalina.
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FDA’s Conference
The FDA held a public meeting on
Parkinson’s and Huntington’s diseases
and collected valuable information on
how these diseases affect patients.
Jenifer Raub,
patient
advocate,
Sherrie
Gould, Nurse
Practitioner,
and Dr.
Jeanne
Loring, Ph.D. were in attendance in
Maryland and were a strong voice for
the research. A full recoding of the
meeting can be found at
http://www.fda.gov/Drugs/NewsEvents/
ucm451807.htm
In addition, the FDA is encouraging
patients to submit written comments to
add to the online public docket. The last
day to submit is Monday, Nov. 23.
We encourage all Summit supporters to
submit your comment at:
http://www.regulations.gov/#!document
Detail;D=FDA-2012-N-0967-0747.
Please consider being a national voice
for Summit for Stem Cell and the
research. Your comments can help
focus the need and create urgency for
FDA approval of Summit’s induced
pluripotent stem cell research. Please
go on record as an advocate for this
research.

Pedaling for Parkinson’s a
Success!
GERMANY
Pedal for
Parkinson's in
Germany took
place in
different
locations,
among them
Frankfurt, Berlin and the scenic bike trail along
the river Enz which stretches from the Black
Forest until Stuttgart. All together more than 50
patients and supporters participated. Under a
clear blue sky, which is rare in the fall, the
peddlers made about 1600 Kilometers (1000
miles) in total.
SOLANA BEACH Our local event was a
success with over 170 sign ups. A link to the
day’s events is at https://vimeo.com/141272976

UPCOMING
EVENTS
FRIDAY, NOV. 6
3:00 pm La Costa Glen,
Catalina Hall. Private
Screening of Summit’s
Documentary followed
by panel discussion
(Thank you Fran)
FRIDAY, NOV. 6
Palm Springs, proceeds
from sale of handpainted
silk scarves class will be
donated to Summit by
Pamela (YAY!)
SATURDAY, NOV. 7
Adrenalina Skateboard
Marathon in San Diego
6:30 am Fiesta Island
register at Active.com
(Thank you Pablo)
SATURDAY, NOV. 21
A private concert of John
Denver’s music featuring
Jim Curry live will be
hosted in La Jolla by
Summit supporter, Ed
Ward & Assoc. Inc. to
raise awareness and
support Summit’s
research. For further
information contact
info@SummitforStemCell.org

MONDAY, NOV. 23
Deadline for submitting
comments to FDA
Consider hosting a
fundraiser for Summit –
contact
Jenifer@summitforStemCell.org

Support the accelerated
research with your tax-exempt
donation today.
SummitforStemCell
on Facebook

